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Message from Rabbi Kosofsky :

What does it mean to celebrate a'®i r t hday ?|
we just take the council of an 85 year old? The other
Rabbi Dovid Edelman returned from officiating at a fune
It was for a 98yearold woman, Goldie Smernoff, who w
born in Holyoke and lived there for many years. At thej
neral, Rabbi noted that what impressed him about Goldie
Smernoff was that after serving as a lawyer for many years, and well after ghe r
tired, into her eighties and nineties, she assisted with seminars on aging and a
tutored students. Rabbi Edelman stressed the greatness of the fact that she |kept
tive and shared her talents with others even during her later years in life.

|l am very proud that our students he
last week. The students and staff gave Rabbi Edelman an album recording the gc
deeds and mitzvot that they have done in his honor. We have been very fortunate
be in a community and associated with a school that is led by Rabbi Edelman.
certainly wasno6t always easy durin

They have remained focused on their purpose here in this community and thgy ha
been here longer that most other Shluchim, emissaries of the Rebbe, have peer
any tcomhumity. What is impressive is that they feel a responsibility for their com
munity and they are leaders of this community. There are countless people flom
wal ks of | ife that seek Rabbi and Mr
sider the Edelmans as their own parents and the special feelings are mutual.

May G-d grant both Rabbi and Mrs. Edelman many years of continued sugces
happiness and may they merit seeing much growth and nachas from all the stude
and constituents of LYA and the entire community.

Happy Birthday Rabbi Edelman!!

Students and staff celebrated Rabbi Edel- 1
mands 85th birthday on| De
2009, corresponding to the 5th of Teves.
Students and staff created a mitzvah al-

bum in honor of Rabbi Edelman. Every-
one enjoyed a cupcake from the LYA &
logo. Guess how many cupcakes it took
to make the Iogo’7 Exactly 85!
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Message from Dr. Kupperman

Let me tell you a Chanukah story...It was a cold and stormy eve

neath, huddled a group of Chabad Jews. They were chanting tf
cient prayers as they lit the Chanukah menorah. The Rabbi procl
Al't i s 1T mportant that we dono
and |l ight. o Suddenl y, mdypekfaigles
appeared on the walkway. They were carrying flags with Nazi symbols, including the Iron
and Swastika. They shouted obscenities employing their tactics of fear and intimidatig
year was 1939 in Nazi Germany. Times had not changed yetSantitism still existed. Hov
fortunate we are in this modern era of freedom from tyranny and prejudice.

But wait. | 6ve made a mistake. This i
than that. It was December 13, 2009, not in the oppressive Nazi Germany of World War
incident took place in Fairfield, Connecticut.
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The pouring rain pelted the roof of the wooden gazebo. Inside unde
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Yes, believe it. It was Rabbi Shlame Landa who spoke eloquently about spreading the gpod

and light. Fairfield First Selectman Kenneth Flatto was glad he was at the ceremony and
masked men firsthand. Flatto said it is sad that these things happen in this day and age.

This incident got me thinking about how important it is for us at LYA to stand strong at
solved in our belief that never again shall we be the victims of oppression and hatred. OU
ers teach our students to be good citizens and to respect the rights of others. We teach t
tance of being a team and being united. We learn to love, to care and be strong. Why?
exists, and we should stand strong against it.

We should stand for the rights of all, tolerance and respect...we should demand it for ours
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