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Message from  

Rabbi Kosofsky  

The other day the scene was quite comical. There were two 

adults who came to one of the many LYA adult education 

classes (it wasnôt JLI). As they sat down to join the class, 

one asked the other quietly, not disturbing the rest of the group, about the page 

that the rest of the group was reading. Then they started arguing with each other 

for the next several minutes. In the meantime the rest of the group was focused 

deeply on the lesson and was very involved in the discussion which was being 

facilitated by the instructor. I watched this scene and couldnôt help musing to 

myself that if they would just stop arguing with each other, they would have 

been able to participate in the class. Since they were more interested in arguing 

they missed the whole purpose of attending the class in the first place. 

 

A few hours later, laughing quietly to myself about how ridiculous it was, I 

stopped cold in my tracks and thought to myself, how many times do I do the 

same thing? I become focused on something that is of minor importance and end 

up missing out on the main goal. I donôt mean to beat myself up, but I believe 

that this is human nature. We all do it at some time or another. We focus on a 

detail and miss the big picture. 

 

The holiday of Purim is an event that reminds us of the importance to focus on 

the big picture. Sometimes we get focused on the size of the shalach monot or 

the amount of people we need to send them to. We are worried about getting the 

appropriate costume or getting to the Purim carnival on time. Not to say that 

these things arenôt important but we must remember that the miracle of Purim 

was because of the literal self-sacrifice of the entire Jewish nation for the Torah 

and for Judaism. The miracle of Purim occurred because of a leader, Mordechai 

who inspired the entire Jewish nation to be proud as Jews. The miracle occurred 

because of Queen Esther who knew that not only were the Jews of the time 

counting on her but all of her ancestors and descendants were waiting for this 

moment as well.       

 
Have a joyous Purim and a good Shabbos.  

Upcoming Events 

For more information go to LYA.org  

Sunday, February 28, 2010 

A Wild West Purim 5:30 p.m. 
 

March 1-24, 2010 

LYA Passover Wine Sale 
 

March  1-5, 2010 

Registration Week Mania 
 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Education Fair 
 

Monday, March 8, 2010 

PTO Meeting - 7:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Sharinô Shabbat with JCC 

10 a.m. - 11 a.m. at the JCC 
 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Regular 3:25 p.m. Dismissal 
 

Sunday, March 14, 2010 

Women's Concert at LYA - 7:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Early Childhood Passover Program 

9:30 a.m.  
 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Model Seder at LYA - 2:15 p.m. 
 

Friday, March 26, 2010 

Monthly Assembly - 2:50 p.m. 
 

March 29 - April 7, 2010 

NO SCHOOL - PESACH BREAK 
 

Monday, March 29 and  

Tuesday, March 30 

Community Seders 

 

The Scribe 
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Candle-Lighting Times  

February 26, 2010 5:19 p.m. 

March 5, 2010   5:27 p.m. 

March 12, 2010  5:35 p.m. 

March 19, 2010  6:43 p.m. 

March 26, 2010  6:51 p.m. 

Get ready to Blast off at LYA as Registration 
Week Mania begins on March 1, 2010. 
The week will be full of many excited activi-
ties.  Check out www.lya.org for all of the ex-
citing events. Send in those registration 

forms. Every child who registers during Registration Week will 
receive an insulated lunch bag with the LYA logo.   

http://www.lya.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=blast+off


Message from Dr. Kupperman  

 

With the Purim holiday on hand, I have been thinking about the impor-

tance of having joy in our lives and joy in our school. A familiar Purim 

song tells us: 

 Oh today will merry, merry 

be; Oh today will merry, merry be; 

Oh today will merry, merry be; and 

nosh some hamentashen. 

Purim is a happy Jewish holiday. Having fun on Purim is 

not only encouraged, it is commanded. Wow, commanded 

to have fun. What a great idea. What an important con-

cept. Fun keeps us vibrant and young. Fun brings smiles 

and laughter. 

We all know that life has its challenges. No one is immune to tragedy or setbacks. But the story 

of Purim teaches us the courage and strength to overcome the challenges of a foe and evil en-

emy. It teaches us to celebrate the joyous redemption of survival and success. ñLive life fully 

while youôre here. Take care of yourself and your friends...Take the opportunity to learn from 

your mistakes...Donôt try to be perfect; just be an excellent example of a human being,ò Robbins 

tells us. Eileen Caddy shares: ñLive and work but do not forget to play, to have fun in life and 

really enjoy it.ò I think these people are on to something. Life should have plenty of fun in it. 

Here at LYA we believe learning can and should be fun. The process of experiential learning 

helps us learn to learn. We teach our students to think. The Judaic and Secular teachings are pre-

sented with passion. We encourage creative expression, love of life, love of our fellow man, a 

love for our Judaic heritage, and the fun we have along our journey in life. 
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Early Childhood News  

Preschool  

The preschoolers are starting to work on creating 

shape books. Everyone is learning the names of the 

shapes; the students are also beginning to draw 

shapes. They are reciting silly rhymes to help them 

remember the names of the shapes. Here are a few of 

their silly shape rhymes: Baby Bear was holding her 

square, Father Bear put a heart in his cart. Going on 

shape hunts in the classroom is once again becoming a 

popular morning activity. The children have found cir-

cles, rectangles and flower shapes in their pasta that 

they use to string necklaces. The tiles on the floor are 

square and there are circle, square and rectangle tables in the classroom. They have also found circles, 

hearts and rectangles on clothing. 

 

Kindergarten  

 

 

"What do you want to be when you grow up," is a common question 

for school age children. After a two week exploration about commu-

nity helpers, kindergarten now has many more occupations to choose 

from. The students enjoyed reading stories and learning about police 

officers, firefighters, librarians, dentists, mail carriers and grocery 

clerks to name a few. To culminate 

the unit, kindergarten had a special 

visit from Dr. Walterscheid, an 

Emergency Medicine physician at 

Baystate Medical Center. Dr. Wal-

terscheid described the duties of a doctor. He also read the book Emer-

gency by Gail Gibbons. The children especially enjoyed looking at the 

special tools he brought in and a few brave volunteers got their blood 

pressure and reflexes checked. Kindergarten is planning a field trip to 

the Holyoke Children's Museum where students will be able to explore 

what it would be like to work in a diner, post office and a grocery 

store. 

 

Purim preparations kept kindergarten very busy. Visitors entering the 

class might have wondered where the kindergarten students had gone 

as they saw fancy ladies, queens, caped heroes and policemen. Stu-

dents really enjoyed dressing up in costumes and using drama to bring 

the spirit of Purim alive. In addition, students created a special stage 

for their personal Purim characters. A highlight was definitely baking 

hamentashen.  
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