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Message from  

Rabbi Noach Kosofsky  

We are approaching the very end of the school year and it is a 

time to reflect upon the successes of this past year. One of the 

things that I feel is necessary to emphasize to our staff and faculty 

is that our school is not primarily a place where students are taught academics. Aca-

demics are naturally the foundation of our educational program, but we as educators 

need to see the big picture. The big picture is that education involves much more than 

academics. Education involves influencing our students to become good citizens. True 

education is ensuring that our students have a value system, morals and ethics which 

are based on Judaism, the mitzvoth and the teachings of the Torah. It is how the stu-

dents conduct themselves when they are not under the direct supervision of the faculty. 

This element of an LYA education was exemplified at the Educatorsô Banquet last 

week. First of all, when our students went on stage to perform it was very evident to 

the entire audience that the LYA children had great pride in their school and in their 

Judaism. When they sang, they sang with exuberance. It was obvious that the LYA 

students are being educated in a school that nurtures respect and refinement. Many, 

many people came over to me to tell me how wonderful our students performed. To 

tell you the truth, in my opinion, it wasnôt the performance that made the impression on 

the audience but the fact that the students were a reflection upon a school that nurtures 

a love for learning and refining character. 

That impression was underscored when Miss Amanda Singer, a recipient of the educa-

torsô award, accepted her award and spoke to the audience. As a representative of LYA 

and the rest of our wonderful staff, Ms. Singerôs words portrayed a school environment 

where teachers and students are encouraged to believe in themselves. 

It has been a long school year. As I reflect upon the year, it is very apparent to me that 

many of our students made amazing progress during the course of the year. Please take 

a few minutes to consider how your child began the year in comparison to his/her ac-

complishments and I hope you share my excitement about this school year. 

Have a wonderful summer. 

Upcoming Events 

For more information go to 

www.LYA.org  
 

 

Tuesday, June 15, 2010 

Early Childhood Graduation 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

8th Grade Graduation 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Fatherôs Day Kickball Game 

2:00 p.m.  

 

Friday, June 18, 2010 

Last Day of School 

Full Day 

The Scribe 
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Candle-Lighting Times  
 

June 11, 2010         8:08 p.m. 

June 18, 2010         8:11 p.m. 

June 25, 2010         8:12 p.m. 

July 2, 2010         8:12 p.m. 

July 9, 2010         8:10 p.m. 

July 16, 2010         8:06 p.m. 

July 23, 2010         8:01 p.m. 

July 30, 2010         7:54 p.m. 

 

Congratulations to Miss Singer upon re-

ceiving the Harold Grinspoon Excellence 

in Jewish Education Award.  LYA is very 

proud of you and your accomplishments at 

school. 



Message from Dr. Kupperman  

 

ñSticks and stones will break your bones, but words will never harm you!ò This rhyme from the 

1800s was recalled by the Police Commissioner in his opening remarks last Wednesday, May 2, 

in downtown Springfield. The occasion was a conference on bullying and suicide. His point was 

that these words spoken originally to comfort a youth being teased constituted a great lie!! 

Words can hurt and do cause great harm. Whether itôs teasing or bullying, making fun of some-

oneôs beliefs, name calling, hitting, stereotyping, stealing from others, threats or intimidation, it 

is wrong and unacceptable!!!!! 

 

Here at LYA, the basic core of what we teach is to have respect, caring and kindness for each 

other. In point of fact, this coincides perfectly with the Judaic teachings. ñVaôhavta lôraiacha Ka-

mocha,ò ñLove thy neighbor as thyselfò is a basic premise of the entire Torah. Our mission state-

ment states we at LYA ñéprovide and promote the highest quality Judaic and Secular education 

to a diverse community of Jewish children.ò Our aim is to cultivate students to reach for per-

sonal excellence, and to be responsible members of American society. Within a warm, nurturing 

environment our focus is to inspire a love for learning, develop academic and social skills, and 

foster responsibility in each child. With your help, we collectively live this mission at LYA on a 

daily basis. Our handbook explains, ñLYAôs administration and staff are committed to providing 

a safe and orderly educational environment that is free from harassment and bullying.ò We must 

be vigilant. Last week I spoke to the middle school about the importance of respect and kind-

ness. This was just one of many opportunities that we have had to remind your children indi-

vidually and in a group about the most important mission of our school - to help them become 

good, caring, kind, respectful, generous, loving, productive individuals. 

 

WE can do it by abiding by the words of that famous song, R-E-S-P-E-C-T. 
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The Learn-a-Thon was a huge success. Thank you to all 

the students who participated and studied much Torah 

in preparation of Shavuot. The exciting prizes were an 

excellent incentive to keep the momentum moving. 

Congratulations to Leah Wolff our grand prize winner. 

Check out the blog to view all the other prize winners. 



Early Childhood News  

Preschool  

The preschoolers have been spending a lot of time thinking about science. Their garden is in full 

bloom and the students run outside everyday to look for new blossoms. Some children are also 

ñplantingò weeds and branches that broke from the storm earlier in the week. Dandelion hunting and 

clover picking are also popular activities when they venture out to the field. 
 

In keeping with warm weather observations, the preschoolers 

are associating sunshine with growing plants and feeling hot. 

Everyone has been helping to water the garden and then, as a 

warm weather reward, we are watering each other! Do you 

think it will help the preschoolers grow!? 
 

Very soon now they are going to pick some chives from the 

garden and make a special snack with them. They go over 

every day and smell them. Mrs. Meyer paid a special visit to the preschool classroom 

Thursday afternoon. She shared with the students what their onions will look like 

once they are ready to pick. They are hoping they will be ready before the end of the 

school year. The children are working on learning a special garden song to share with everyone at the end of the year! 
 

 

Kindergarten  

 

 

Kindergarten celebrated the 2nd annual Q and U Wedding on May 13th. It was quite a beautiful ceremony celebrating the 

togetherness of Miss Q and Mr. U in words like quintessential, 

quarry and quartet. Throughout the school year, the kindergarten 

students have acted as "Letter Experts" and have been assigned 

three letters or diagraphs (ch, wh, th, sh) from the alphabet. The 

wedding was the perfect opportunity for the students to dress up 

and portray their letters and to parade down the aisle to the al-

phabet song. The quick ceremony was presided over by Queen 

Yoheved Adelman, and the bride and groom were played by 

Rochel Leah Kosofsky and Jill Pollack. After the ceremony, par-

ents and students enjoyed a cake and dancing reception. Kinder-

garten showered the newlywed couple with gifts such as quar-

ters, q-tips, quizzes with lots of questions, quinoa and a quilt. 

The wedding was a wonderful opportunity to make learning 

about the alphabet a fun experience. 

 
Kindergarten is totally im-

mersed in the world of Shab-

bat, as this will be their focus 

for the remainder of the year. 

Students are combining their advanced Hebrew reading skills in this unit of learning and 

are becoming proficient at reading Shabbat mini books. In addition, students have ample 

opportunity to dramatize the special day of Shabbat with the many items that are in the 

rooms. Activities will revolve around challah baking, creating a Shabbat Siddur and many 

in- interactive games. Most exciting to the class is the reading of a Shabbat chapter book 

about Savta Simcha and her Incredible Shabbos Bag. 
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